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Asian Women Network Reports 

June 2008 – June 2009

By Pastor Lucy Lie Tjioe Lan – Coordinator
Greetings and shalom dear sisters in Christ! Greetings and shalom dear sisters in Christ!

It is an honor and privilege that I could serve as Asian Women coordinator for these 3 years. Firstly, I thank our heavenly Father for granting me the strength and perseverance enable me to carry out my duty. 

I thank Mission 21 for supporting women’s program and especially to Dr. Meehyun Chung. I have to admit that without the guidance and advice from her as Women and Gender Desk in Mission 21, I could never get my job and responsibilities done.
1. 2008

a. Visitation to PROK and PCK

On 2nd – 10th September 2008 I visited women’s organization of PCK NKPW and PROK NCWA in South Korea. From my observation through this visit and meeting with women I found that:
a)   Women involved in their ministry are very committed and very passionate.

b)  
They evangelized through social works such as taking care of women who are neglected, abused, poor, uneducated, and sick and their children education.

b. Collecting prayer items
From Jun to Dec 2008– I wrote letters to partner churches to request them to submit prayer items and proposals for advancement fund. I was also preparing liturgist and prayer items for monthly prayer calendar for July 2009-June 2010.

c. Programs and projects of partner churches funded by Gender Desk of Mission 21.
Proposals approved for year 2008:

1. STT GKE – Eco empowerment  of local women and children
2. GKPI – Leadership Training
3. GKE – Women Empowerment – English Course

4. GMIST- Reading the Bible with new eyes

5. PCS – Increasing of economy in agriculture

2. 2009

a. Interfaith Dialogue in Indonesia

Interfaith Dialogue (workshop on women as agents of peace) was held in Indonesia and hosted by CCI. 23 participants from BCCM BM, PCS, GKP, GKE, GKPI took part in this program. 
During the workshop protestant, Catholic, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and Confucian representatives also addressed the topic of ‘Religion, source of Peace,’ from their religious perspective in a panel discussion.

From the discussions there is some places experiences discrimination because of regulation that practice in their district. Some participants said they could live harmony with other faiths.

At the end of the workshop, participants decided to establish “Peace loving women movement” and they could play their role as agents of peace in their hometown. They hope that there will be continuity program such as working together between interreligious to overcome social problems.
We would like to thank the following persons to assist us in this program. There are Rev. Albrecht Hieber, Ms. Fehrenbach Silke, Ms Katharina Gfeller, Mr. Christian Wagner.  
b. Gender Assessment

Ms Yang Suwan came from 23rd March – 4th April to make Gender Baseline Study to BCCM BM and PCS for Mission 21. We helped her to collect answered questionnaires from exco members of both churches. 
c. Asian Women’s Conference.

Asian women conference held from 18th – 21st May 2009 at Hotel Perkasa, Tenom Sabah. 28 participants comprise of delegates, observers, speakers and local committee attended this conference.
Main inputs and discussions on burning issues from each country are:

1) Domestic  violence 
2) Migrant Workers  

 
3) Women  and Children  Trafficking 
4) Peace issue and gender equality  
5) Interfaith Problem
6) Women empowerment (Leadership, health, human right/law, fair trade, economy) 

Recommendation of Asian Women Conference 2009:
Interfaith Dialogue:
1. Religious freedom as a human right should become a public issue
2. The churches  should consider and rethink pluralistic attitudes
3. The churches should participate in networks of interfaith dialogue, with    government and NGO.
4. The churches should dialogue with institutions of other religions on various levels:  intellectual, life and social.


Migration:
1. Issue of “Migration” as a global phenomenon should be more discussed and be part of the discussion in the Continental Assemblies.

2. Issue of “Migration” could be one of the future focus themes of the Mission Synod of the Mission 21.
Domestic Violence:
1. Build shelter homes for victims of domestic violence

2. Build up networking / sisterhood of volunteers, e.g. with a system of counseling/consultation by phone.
Women Empowerment:
1. Advocacy: Prevention of women and children trafficking

· Strengthen networking between government organizations, churches, NGOs

· Family empowerment in moral, spiritual and economical questions

· Workshop of skills.

2.   Leadership Training for women (from basic to continuity).

3.   Gender equality understanding.
Proposed Programs for 2009 - 2012
Interfaith:
1. Promote tolerant attitudes in the churches for an interfaith dialogue

2. Interfaith dialogue on life questions followed by joint social actions

3. Reading the Bible with new eyes to a better understanding of pluralisms
Migration:
Programs for migrant workers and international brides, e.g. cultural integration, human rights issue, language programs, educational support.
Domestic violence:
1. Build shelter homes for victims of domestic violence

2. Build up networking / sisterhood of volunteers, e.g. with a system of   counseling/consultation by phone
Election of Office bearer:
Women coordinator
: Pastor Lucy Lie Tjioe Lan

Women’s Excos
: Mrs Pan Li Ju





  Mrs Margareta Damus
I would like to thanks Rev. Kahtarina Sthaler and Silke Fehrenbach for their present and participation in this conference.
d. Programs and projects of partner churches funded by Gender Desk of Mission 21.
Proposals approved for year 2009:

1. GKI Papua - Computers course for female pastor.

2. GMIST - counselor’s training.

3. SAG - Empowerment family for female pastor.

4. STT-GKE - Eco empowerment of local women and children.

5. Women service group – economic empowerment for the women
All honor and glory to our mighty Lord Jesus Christ, for He has died to save us and may we live today to glorify His name and to proclaim His great love to this corrupt world. Thank you. Amen.
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