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All things are done according to God’s plan and decision; and God chose us to be his own people in union with Christ because of his own purpose, based on what he had decided from the very beginning.

All Things Created Belong to Christ

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, peace be with you all. First of all, on behalf of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of you, the Mission 21 Asia Fellowship Executive Committee members meeting here. We do appreciate that you have chosen to meet in our beautiful country. As one of the member churches of Mission 21, we pray and hope that we will be able to discern “God’s mission in Asia” with new eyesight and to reaffirm that “all things created belong to Christ.” For we believe that God cares for all creatures. Humanly speaking, despite the difference of race and skin colors, we all are God’s children. I would like to share with you the witness of our mission in Taiwan from three aspects:
I) The mission re-affirms that “God created Taiwanese”
From a certain perspective, the mission in Taiwan is rather conservative. Many still believe that there is no salvation outside the Church. On the other hand, through the reflections of our faith in some Christian communities, especially within the PCT in the past ten years, having promoted “Reading the Bible with new eyes” movement, there is a new understanding of God’s creation. 
The new understanding is that all people in Taiwan –Indigenous, Hakka, Hoklo, and new immigrants - are not something come out nowhere; they are the “new Taiwanese” that God created, living on this island. In creating this new “species”, God has broken the barriers of race and religion. For, according to Christian belief, God creates all people, and despite racial and tribal differences, we are all equal. 
Only 5% of the population in Taiwan is Christian, while the Lotus world –Buddhism and folk religions-- has roughly 95%. In such a situation, the mission in Taiwan can no longer be trying to conquer other religions for the establishment of the Christian Church. Rather, we need to learn mutual respect, share our experiences and initiate meaningful dialogues. We are not adopting their beliefs but, through dialogue, we witness to our faith and share the belief that we are created in God’s image and endowed with dignity. This understanding strengthens the identity of individuals and enriches the life of people in Taiwan. As Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  (John 10:10)

II) The mission that politically promotes “Taiwanese Identity”

The mission in Taiwan today, other than the religious aspect we just discussed, has a political dimension. Christian community has succeeded in convincing the majority of Taiwanese to identify themselves as Taiwanese, not Chinese. It is “the mission of identification.”
To engage in the mission of identification triggers a sensitive political issue. In 1946, Chiang Khai-shek’s regime was defeated in mainland China and fled to Taiwan. They naturally identified themselves as “Chinese,” and forced all Taiwanese to do the same. In February 28, 1947, the “228 incident” erupted; Chiang’s troops massacred over 20,000 Taiwanese elites and applied nearly 40 years of martial law in Taiwan. Under the control of this totalitarian regime, nearly 30 years ago, the PCT courageously issued three statements, calling for the self-determination of Taiwanese people on the future of Taiwan and urged the government to make Taiwan a “new and independent country.” In other words, the church made it clear that Taiwan is Taiwan, China is China, and Taiwanese are not Chinese. With the practice of the mission of identification and the awakening of Taiwanese identity, and the 20 years of the rule of two Taiwanese presidents, Lee Teng-Hui and Chen Shui-Bian, the democracy in Taiwan was established. In 2008, Ma Ying-Jeou was elected president, a setback for the democracy in Taiwan as his government has tilted itself toward China. We hope and pray for the triumph of the election next year (2012) to re-establish and strengthen Taiwanese identity. We believe in people’s power as it is coincide with God’s creation.
III) The mission that culturally proclaims “God is the initiator and creator of all cultures”

We usually take a negative and suspicious attitude toward non-Christian cultures, and think that they need to be “corrected” by Christian mission. This prejudice has been with us for a long time, partly because of the ignorance of the European (western) culture tradition toward local culture and its practices, partly because of the anti-Canaan culture in the Old Testament, and that led to the western missionaries and early Christians who deemed all non-Christian cultural practices as idol worship.

This mission mode greatly influenced early indigenous Christians in Taiwan. For instance, they treated the traditional indigenous costumes as non-Christian, and claimed that they were created by Satan and indigenous people; it was the product of pagan belief and evil culture, not suitable for Christians. They actually burned those traditional costumes in some indigenous churches, especially in the east coast among Amis churches. They claimed that it was a war against Satan. 

Fortunately, with continuous and deeper theological reflection, the indigenous Christians today no longer think that the traditional costumes are not suitable for Christians. On the contrary, they are proud of them and consider the burning of those costumes as against Christian faith because the core of Christian faith is “the Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14). In Jesus’ ministry, we never see him condemn any tribal culture. He made good use of culture, using Jewish culture to proclaim the gospel of the Kingdom. As he said of himself, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets (culture); I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17)

In the mission among indigenous people in Taiwan today, other than identify ourselves as people created by God; we also endeavor to develop our culture and stories to appreciate the beauty of indigenous culture which is also God’s creation. In other words, we see the culture of indigenous people in Taiwan as a branch of all the cultures God created. Through the stories of our people, God enriches our life. We have discovered that God truly is the initiator and creator of all cultures. Therefore, the indigenous people should develop their own traditional music to sing praise to God; using their own stories to proclaim the greatness of God who created us. 

In conclusion, God has created new Taiwanese religiously, politically, and culturally. Since they are all God’s creation, the mission of the PCT, or the mission of all Asian churches, should be devoted to “all things created belong to Christ,” and with Christ as our leader, to endeavor in the mission of the Kingdom.
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