REPORT OF ASIA FELLOWSHIP OF MISSION 21 PARTNERS FOR 2006 MISSION 21 GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Continental Assembly for Asia Fellowship of Mission 21 Partners, which had been held in Manado, North Sulawesi, Indonesia; was fully supported by the host church, the Christian Evangelical Church in Minahasa, and the government of North Sulawesi Province, City Major of Bitung and Manado, and the Minahasa Regent.

Prior to the assembly, women and youth conference had been held in Kalasey, Minahasa, for women; and Aertembaga, Bitung City, for Youth. Those conferences were supported by local congregations and the local government also. Bitung City Major and his family hosted all participants in a dinner party which coloured by dancing and singing. Even the daughter of Bitung city Major, Moody Sondakh, a catholic devoted, participated in the youth conference.

In Women conference, the Minister of Women Empowerment, Mrs. DR. Meutia Hatta, delivered her paper in the opening ceremony of the conference.


The continental assembly begun with welcome dinner by Manado city major, Mr. J.R. Rogi and his wife, and the secretary of the city, on April 20. On April 22nd, hosted by the Governor of North Sulawesi, Mr. S.H. Sarundajang and Mrs Sarundajang, and the provincial secretary, DR. Johanes Kaloh. At the end of the dinner party, the governor and his wife was dancing together with the participants.


Sunday worship gave special memory for all participants since it was held on the Bunaken beach, one of the famous marine parks in the world. After worship all participants had chance to see the panorama of Bunaken Marine Park, with so many beautiful fish, coral and reef. On lunch time, participants were hosted by GMIM Tanjung Parigi parish, a very simple church and people, but rich in hospitality. They brought their own food and share with all participants. This (is) Tanjung Parigi parish is a contrast with Gereja Kristus parish in Manado, the venue of assembly, with its very big and modern church building.

It can be said that the 2nd Continental Assembly of Asia Fellowship of Mission 21, was also the assembly of the people and the government.


The 3rd Continental Assembly will be held in Sabah, Malaysia, in 2009 and will be jointly hosted by BCCM and PCS.


The assembly made several changes on Articles of Association of Asia Fellowship of Mission 21 partners that will be exercised in the next assembly, especially concerning the representatives of the church members in the Continental Assembly, the term of office of representatives and directors and conditions to be new members of fellowship.

In the same line with program decided by youth conference, the assembly adopted interfaith dialogue (ideas and actions) as the main concern which will be dealt with the issues on globalization, environment and HIV/AIDS. This is the follow-up of previous program, especially interfaith youth encounter held on 9-11 November 2005, in Bandung, Indonesia under the theme: “One Spirit in Differences”. The program was a collaborative program of Pasundan Christian Church (GKP), Ansor Youth Movement in West Java, and Asia Fellowship of Mission 21. Ansor Youth Movement is a youth organization of Nahdlatul Ulama, the biggest Muslim organization in Indonesia. More than 200 young people from various religious groups in West Java, including representatives of youth from Taiwan, Korea and other parts of Indonesia participated in the historical meeting. 
The assembly decided First Advent Week as the Sunday of Asia Fellowship. All members will celebrate it using same liturgy.
For this reason the assembly adopted job description among directors or executive committee. The chairperson as the coordinator and will take care for Asia Fellowship Sunday. Vice Chairperson (Pan Li Ju) is in charge for information through the Web-site of Asia Fellowship of Mission 21 (www.pct.org.tw//mission21asia) and the issues on environment. The Secretary (Rev. Gwang Jin Bae) will facilitate youth net working until the youth coordinator be elected, in charge for globalization issues in North Asia and together with the chairperson preparing directors meeting and continental assembly.Yuanita Awiasi in charge of HIV/AIDS issues, Supriatno for interfaith dialogue, and Sopirid Masandu for Globalization (including migrant workers) issues in South East Asia. Irish Wan and Lucy Kumala will deal with issues on Violence.

Asia Fellowship has more associate members which are going to be proposed to the next mission synod as full members. They are Common Synod of Churches in North and Central Sulawesi and the Christian Evangelical Church in Talaud (GERMITA). They have long history in relation to Mission 21 until now.


We enclose the result of Youth Conference that also adopted by Continental Assembly. Concerning Women Conference will be presented by our new elected Women Coordinator Rev. Lucy Kumala.
BURNING ISSUES
Taiwan society is facing problem of family committing suicide which caused by decreasing in economy. That is why PCT has been conducting program called “family altar”. In Korea, economic growth has widened gap of income among workers who are working in large corporations and those who are working in medium and small enterprises. Churches in Japan face a negative growth rate which causes mostly aging congregations. That is why one of the most concerns of United Church of Christ in Japan is youth mission. Other problem faced by young generation in Japan is the phenomenon of lack of life purposes. According to a survey, 85% Japanese teens say they often wonder why they exist and only 13 % say they see a reason for their being on earth. In Indonesia, after the closing down of churches buildings, especially in the province of Banten and West Java by hardliners Islamic groups, on March 21st, 2006, the government e.g. Ministers of Domestic Affairs and Religious Affairs produced joint declaration on license for constructing worship buildings. In certain extent this revised join declaration is theoretically “better” than the old one, since the role of local government is clearly formulated. But the bureaucratization of constructing worship buildings has raised question “Do the two ministers have the authority to regulate the citizen’s right of worship?” According to article 29 of Indonesian Constitution, every Indonesian citizen has right to embrace religion, and to express publicly his/her religion through worship. The (draft) bill of Pornographic and “porn-action” also becomes other controversial issue since it tends to discriminate other culture, religions and women. 
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