Report and Recommendations from Youth Conference

17-20 April 2006. GMIM Immanuel, Bitung.

We express our gratitude for all the young people who represented their churches and participated in the significant event our journey as we “connect, encounter, help”. We also would like to convey our solidarity with our European and African brothers and sisters who journeyed and struggle with us. After three days of processing and connecting / interconnecting with each other, we have finally come with following recommendations:

1. Youth Pre-assembly (youth conference)

We understand about the urgent need of having youth pre assembly of Mission 21. So we ask for:

a. Constitutional matter of CA (Continental Assembly Asia Fellowship of Mission 21 Partners) to ensure in the Article of Association for Asian Region, there should be a Pre-assembly for Youth prior to the CA.

b. The Mission 21 the to provide Fund for this Pre-Youth Assembly and the churches members in Asia should also participate in continuing the budget of youth pre-assembly

2. Youth Coordinator

In order to handle the youth program in the Mission 21 Asia Fellowship, we ask to have Youth Coordinator. The criteria of having Youth coordinator are:

a. Age 22-40 years old

b. Has concern and experience toward youth ministry in ecumenical field, regional and international.

c. Must able to use English in communication, writing and good in IT technology.

d. Responsible to organize and motivate the youth conference in Mission 21 Asia Fellowship, which will be held once every three years.

e. Pro-active to coordinate to action plan of program to empower and strengthen the network among youth.

f. Able to visit and empower local youth to elect their delegate and to know their problem and needs.

g. Should be a person who has the vision to shape the networking of youth of Mission 21 Asia Fellowship.

3. Youth Concern report on 5 issues.

a. Youth and church

Youth in most of churches partner in Mission 21 agree that involvement of the youth in church activities are very active. Therefore, youth in every local church need support from church leader to cooperate in planning and coordinate a program together.

Youth conference proposes that church leader need more sensitive to the youth aspiration in church ministry and their involvement in society. 

b. Youth and globalization

Delegates realize that globalization produce negative and positive impact to the youth today. But we also agree that globalization is a room for youth to keep in touch each other’s. Globalization can facilitate the technology, culture, education, economy etc. Therefore the youth conference propose that a program within the youth fellowship in every church partner should organize their program such as seminar on leadership training, youth educational, social movement, especially in pluralism society.

c. Youth and HIV/AIDS

Delegates (especially experiences from Indonesia) also concern on HIV/AIDS problem within the society today. Youth Conference suggests that education, knowledge or information on HIV/AIDS should be deliver to every youth fellowship in local churches, church members and communities among Mission 21 partner. Church partners can set up a program such a comparison studies on HIV/AIDS issue; establish a newsletter to every youth fellowship in local churches.

d. Youth and enviroument issue

Youth conference recognizes that environment issue in Asia is unique.  Every country has its own problem on environment issue. For example the experience of Indonesia situation (earth quake, flood, tsunami etc) therefore, the youth conference suggest that we set a “Youth awareness building” based on ecological theology through:

1. Training, campaign, discussions, educational, pray and action according to the needs.

2. Reforestation project focus on the urgent place.

e. Youth and interfaith dialogue

Most of the delegates agree that interfaith dialogue is one of the solutions to live harmony in pluralism religions in Asia. Although some the delegates (Malaysia) not have experience in this issue, but youth conference agree that we should establish closer connection / communication with other religions. Therefore the youth suggest to forming a discussion and action groups with other religions concerning issue such as environment, globalization and HIV/AIDS.

4. Youth project for next 3 years

After consider that the youth Conference is a new experience for all delegate, we decide to propose a project for the next 3 years as below:

a. Youth Networking project

The youth suggest that the main program for this project is to share information among partner churches in Mission 21. The aims are to knowing more about the mission 21 and the churches partners in Asia. Hopefully we can set up a contact person in every local church within these 3 years ahead. Another way to promote the networking among church partner, we suggest that the issue which the delegate as been discuss in the conference should be introduce to their youth fellowship   

b. Comparison studies program

Youth conference suggest that every youth fellowship in mission 21 partners can organize a comparison studies based on concerning issue that the delegates has been discussed during youth conference.
