MINUTES 

WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

OF ASIA FELLOWSHIP OF MISSION 21 PARTNERS

THEME:  ‘FAITH MOVES – FAITH CONNECTS’
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                                    BCCM 
         Asia Fellowship of Mission 21 
VENUE :    TENOM, SABAH, MALAYSIA 
DATE   :  18th – 20th MAY 2009,
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
OF ASIA FELLOWSHIP OF MISSION 21 PARTNERS
18th – 20th MAY 2009, 

TENOM, SABAH, MALAYSIA 

THEME:  ‘FAITH MOVES – FAITH CONNECTS’

HOST


:  BCCM BM 

PARTICIPANTS
:  28 people as:  
1. Delegates

:  13  people /delegates  ( BCCM BM Malaysia;  TTM Hongkong;  PROK                  
               South Korea; GKE, GKP, GMIST, SAG, GKI  Papua,                                 

                GERMITA, GMIM, GKPI Indonesia, PCT Taiwan   )

2. Observers 

:  5  people (  BCCM BM,BCCM,  PCS  Malaysia ,   PCT  Taiwan                                  

                                        GKP Indonesia)  
 

3. Speakers

:   3 people
4. Representatives 
:   2 People  ( Mission 21, Switzerland)  
Monday:    18th May, 2009 (Day One)
1. Exposure  :  

Exposure time to Keningau attending ‘Ground Breaking Ceremony’ for The Good Samaritan Home School’s extension building.  The school is for migrant children from Indonesia and Philippine that doesn’t have opportunity to study in public school.  This project is a partnership between BCCM with Mission 21 and Saenuri Community Church Korea.    

2.  Opening Ceremony

2.1. Opening Worship
Opening worship started at 3.00 pm with the arrival of Sabah State legislative also the Assistant Minister of Community development and consumer affairs, YB Herbet Timbon Lagadan. Around 100 church members from BCCM BM and BC Tenom attended this function.
2.2. Choir Presentation by women’s fellowships of BCCM BM Tenom and BCCM children’s choir.
2.3. Sermon by Rev. William Lo    (Dean of BCCM BM General Council)
He shares reflection of the theme ‘faith moves – faith connects’ in contexts of partnership between mission partners  (Mission 21) and responsibilities of his Church.  Our responsibilities as His people or church in the midst of today complex and plural are community: 

1. Great Commandment – spreading Gospel of Jesus Christ (Mat 28:16-20). 

2. Samaritan calling: become a Good Samaritan is a holistic calling. We were called to fight social injustice, poverty, illness, illiterate etc, to promote peace and to improve sisterhood relation and friendship among us in Asia. 
Our challenges in Asia  as:  religious and political injustice especially Malaysia and Indonesia, poverty, human right injustice, employments, high stand of living, fighting the terminal illness with expensive medication,  value of our currency is getting lower, our  forest destroyed by human greediness, youth’s issues, migration to urban city  etc.
2.4.    Speeches
· Welcome speech of Women’s Coordinator  :  Pastor  Lucy Lie Tjioe Lan 

She welcomes co-workers from Mission 21, delegates and observers for the Asian Women’s conference. We are honored and proud that the honorable Sabah State legislative also the Assistant Minister of Community development and consumer affairs, YB Herbet Timbon Lagadan could officiates the opening ceremony of the Asian Mission 21 women’s conference. Five letters of the word HAPPY to illustrate the five elements that in order for participants to have a happy and enjoyable conference.

HOPE
- In times of disappointment let us do not despair, because Jesus lives! He brings us Hope.

ACTION
- In time of difficulties let us do not give up easily. We need to put more effort in order to breakthrough. Do not be afraid of being slow but should afraid of being remain standing.

PRAY
- In times we do not know where to go, let us pray that He will be our light. Let us pray that He may grant us wisdom and direction.

PRESEVERANCE
- I believe only with will and determination we can achieve great things for our God.

YIELD
- If we own the above four elements in the process of our conference I believe the result of our conference shall yield and multiplying.   
2.5. Speeches

· Mission 21  :   Rev. Katharina Stahler  

Greetings  from Basel  foremost the greetings from Walter Luessi (President of Mission 21, Switzerland) and Meehyun Chung (Head of  Women and Gender Desk of Mission 21, Switzerland),  Marthin Breitenfeld (the director of Mission 21)  and the Board of Mission 21. Thanks to BCCM BM for hosting, Lucy Lie Tjioe Lan and the working committee for organizing. 

She explained that we are different in languages, culture, economic, education etc but there are also some things which we share. We are above all, people, men and women we hope and dream that our children and grandchildren will be able to live happy and meaningful life.    

· Assistant Minister of Community Development  and Consumer Affairs : 

(YB Herbert Timbon Lagadan)

In his speech he said Malaysia is a multi racial, multi culture and multi religion country.  They have different background of people but they live in harmoniously and peacefully in Sabah, the land below the wind. 

Government promoting harmony and tolerance to each other and they could live together with other of different faith.

The Ministries has department for women which tackling issues that similar to this conference’s concerns and YB Herbert Timbon Lagadan has invited Pastor Lucy to be part of the committee.  

We live with tolerance because bless from Jesus Christ. Religion is love and humanity. We combine faith with love and everybody gets free to choose religion.  He says the motto living together between difference faiths: ‘we are tolerance, respectful, receive and give each other.  He appreciates to women activity in Asia, so that he will invite Pastor Lucy to be member of committee in his ministry.            

2.6. Declaring opening ceremony by beating drums officiated by YB Herbert Timbon Lagadan, Rev. Kahtarina Stahler, Pastor Lucy Lie Tjioe Lan, Rev. William Lo, Mr Peter Lee Sip Siong, Rev. Tan Ping Ping and Mr Balasius.

2.7. Cultural presentation of Magunatip Dance (Murut Dance) from BCCM BM Tenom youth.

3. Introduction of Delegates & Orientation of Programs.
Moderator:  Rev. Wong Kit Ling 

She led roll call or introduction of the women conference participants. This Conference attended by 23 participants, consist of delegates, observers, representatives from Mission 21 and speakers.  The theme of this conference is ‘Faith moves – faith connects’.  
Partners absent in this conference are delegates of UCCJ, PGI and PCK.
4. Presentation  from Women and Gender desk Mission 21 by  Katharina Stahler 

Presentation about the main tasks for The Women and Gender Desk are as follows:
· Supporting and promoting Feminist Theology from the global south perspectives in our partner countries and have these voices heard in Switzerland and worldwide.

· Supporting Women’s Empowerment through networking in Europe and in our partner countries.

· Supporting Gender mainstreaming within mission 21 and in our partner organizations and churches. 

* Attached letter from Dr. Meehyun Chung
5. Presentation about Gender Policy  for the Mission  House 
by  Mrs  Silke Fehrenbach. 

· Mrs  Silke Fehrenbach presented the  summary  of the gender policy for Mission House and the process how to make it.   Gender policy made to promote equality right for men and women in Mission 21.  Women and Gender Desk Mission 21 have completed and published Mission 21’s gender policy is primarily for office use in Basel.  It was created or updated gender policy according to each context.  The most important first step: to develop the paper in each context. Then we will share this material in order to promote gender justice in each context.  

· Information about women news letter that publishes two times per year.
* Attached summary of gender policy.
6. Report of  Women  Coordinator  by Lucy Lie Tjioe Lan

· Word of gratitude

· Scope of responsibilities as the woman coordinator 

· Programs and activities/projects held in 2006-2009 (attached sheets).
* Attached report
Tuesday, 19th May, 2009 (Day Two)
1. Bible  Study

  Topic
:  Faith Moves – Faith Connects  

     Led by 
:  Dr.  Chung Song Mee

a. Faith and the God we believe :  faith connect  us to  God in action

· God at work  in political crisis, God at work  in Babylonian officials : his friendliness

· God at Work in extraordinary ability of the 4 young captive

· God is at work in  the fiery furnace  
b. Faith gives courage to act in a way that pleases God in the midst of oppression and godless time. Faith does not compromise: On one hand we see Daniel and companion did not reject everything from the Babylonian culture, they participated in the government’s program but they also saw the need to take a stand /to be different and not to compromise in crucial matter in the midst of assimilation.

c. We live in a world many values that are opposed to biblical teachings. As Christian community, we should play proactive in nation building and in the well-being of the world.

d. Faith in God should enable us to find an appropriate way to respond to various kinds of oppression and injustice.  

* Participants discussed among themselves questions given by speaker. (Attached results of         

discussions)
2. Keynote Speaker  by  Dr. Pang Ken Phin
Topic
:  Faith Moves – Faith Connects  

· Faith remind  us that we should unite and move forward together to face this broken world

· Faith never ends, it carries on from generation to generation. It gives us courage, wisdom hope and motivation to confess our beliefs and to give witness to this world.

· We met in this conference not just provide  fellowship and learning opportunity for us but the net- working and partnership in God’s mission among us from different countries will also be strengthened in the days ahead. 

· Churches all over the world recognize more and more the importance of women’s involvement in the church ministry.  Leadership development for women has been by many as an urgent need in the churches in Asia today. 

· God continues to call the whole of humanity to become the people of God; the church is called to proclaim the Realm of God.  Living in communion with God, all member of the church are called to confess their faith and to give account of their hope, to struggle with the oppressed towards that freedom and dignity promised with the coming of God’s Realm.
3. Report and Burning Issues 

· Violence against women 
:  Domestic  violence (GKI Papua, TTM, GKPI, GKE,    
                                                       GMIM)
· Migrant Worker  

:   (GKI  Papua/ receiver from Makasar , TTM)     
· Women  and Children  Trafficking (GMIM, GKP, BCCM, GKI Papua)
· The impact of financial  depression  and Ma Government Policy  (PCT) 

· Poverty  and jobless 
: (GMIST,GKPI)
· Peace issue and gender equality  (PROK, GKE, GKI Papua)   
· Interfaith Problem 

:  Dialogue (GKP, GKE)   
· Health  Community  especially  reproductive health problem  






: HIV/AIDS  (GKI Papua, GKPI, GMIM)
· Human right   and law  
: military, land,  raped women  (GKI Papua, GMIM)
· Women empowerment: Leadership Training, Fair Trade, Sewing Course (GKE, GKPI,  
                                                       PCS, BCCM) 
4. Group Discussion
a. Interfaith Problem 
Interrelations Marriage, regional autonomy regulation, forbidden to worship.  Problem solving: This   problem to be public issue in connection with human right, the Churches must have   concern on   pluralism, to build networking with interfaith institution, creating dialogue on life questions followed by joint social actions.
b. Migration  

· Migration is a global phenomenon; it must be part of discussion in the general assembly and part of the theme in Mission Synod.   

· Churches and NGOs are working on helping the international brides in cultural integration and helping the migrant laborers to gain their human rights.

· Programs of Language Learning:  cooking, how to deal with mother-in-law, baby-sitting, help the children’s study. 
c.   Domestic Violence 

·   The issue of domestic violence against women is our problem not only in society but also within the Christian family.   

·   To minimize the violence,   we need to support the women in the difficulties, providing special place for them, friends to share their problem, networking, empowerment according to local context, to be good neighborhood for the other women, especially victims. 

d. Women and children trafficking 

· Trafficking is the problem for some churches.     

· The causal factor of trafficking is poverty, life styles (globalization effect), spiritual value, and no cooperation among decision makers in the church or government. 

· Networking, working group between partner churches and with government even NGO are important to solve this problem.      

5. Group Discussion

A. Presentation: Gender Assessment by South Group (led by Juberlian Padele) 

· Gender situation : women position

· Church  vision and  mission 

· Gender socialization

· Gender  concept on the leaders level and problem

· Impact of the traditional gender concept in the church

· Impact of the traditional gender concept

· Main problem

· Opportunities of disseminating 

· Weakness / challenging of disseminating

· Women Leadership Opportunities

· Weakness and challenging of women leadership

·  The needed is networking, strategy for effective gender socialization, integrated gender education materials, capacity building, skill upgrading.
* Attached presentation paper.
B. Gender Policy by North Group

· The issue of gender-equality is actually been widely discussed in the church, but the problem is that we have talked much and done little. 
· How to implement this idea of gender-equality in church activities/projects, to raise the awareness and to explore the potentialities of women. 

· To promote women into the decision-making center, to increase the self-esteem a self-confidence of women. All these are important. Let’s reconsider this gender issue from the perspective of the Bible. 

· To find the positions of both genders in doing mission and in fulfilling the kingdom of the Lord in this world.
6. Culture Night 

Each country presented their culture and each delegate wrote her expression in connection to the theme of conference.
Wednesday, 20th May, 2009 (Day Three)
 Bible Study
  Topic


:  A spiritual Giver
     Lead by 

:  Rev. Wong Kit Ling 

     Bible   Reading
:  Acts 16: 11 – 15
· A spiritual giver has a heart for God and is always in a continuing process to know God. 

· A spiritual giver gives out of spirituality and obedience, not because of abundance.
· Learn to give with prayer and dedication to God.
1. Recommendation  and  Future Planning     

· Group discussions on four topics: interfaith dialogue, migration, domestic violence, women and children trafficking

· Recommendations

· Priorization
· Proposals for programs 2010-2012
a. First priority: Interfaith Dialogue 
Recommendations
1. Religious freedom as a human right should become a public issue
2. The churches  should consider and rethink pluralistic attitudes
3. The churches should participate in networks of interfaith dialogue, with    government    
       and NGO.
4. The churches should dialogue with institutions of other  religions on various levels:   
       intelectual, life and social (HIV/AIDS, poverty, health …)

Proposed programs

1. Promote tolerant attitudes in the churches for an interfaith dialogue

2. Interfaith dialogue on life questions followed by joint social actions

3. Reading the Bible with new eyes to a better understanding of pluralisms
b. Second priority: Migration 
Recommendations
1. Issue of “Migration” as a global phenomenon should be more discussed and be part of the discussion in the Continental Assemblies.

2. Issue of “Migration” could be one of the future focus themes of the Mission Synod of the Mission 21.
Proposed programs
Programs for migrant workers and international brides, e.g. cultural integration, human rights issue, language programs, educational support.
c. Third priority: Domestic Violence 
Proposed programs
1. Build shelter homes for victims of domestic violence
2. Build up networking / sisterhood of volunteers, e.g. with a system of counseling/consultation by phone.
Proposed programs
1. Build shelter homes for victims of domestic violence
2. Build up networking / sisterhood of volunteers, e.g. with a system of   counseling/consultation by phone
d.  Additional recommendations / programs
Women Empowerment :
1. Advocacy: Prevention of women and children trafficking

· Strengthen networking between government organizations, churches, NGOs

· Family empowerment in moral, spiritual and economical questions

· Workshop of skills.

2.   Leadership Training for women (from basic to continuity).

3.   Gender equality understanding.

2. Election by Katharina Stahler  and  Silke Fehrenbach
1. Katharina  presented  election procedure

2. Nominations for the 1st round: Pan Li Ju (PCT)

3. Nominations for the 2nd round:

· Margaretha Damus (GKPI) – 7 votes  

· Mersyati Matoneng (Germita) – 6 votes 

3. Exposures to:
a. Tenom coffee store.
b. National Agriculture Park (Tropical plant, Evaluation Park, bee/honey product).

4. Closing  Ceremony 

· Closing Worship
 Led by Pan Li Ju (Liturgist) and Pastor Lucy Lie Tjoe Lan (Sermon) 

 Lucy share to empower women in each region and pray to God that He may give each one of us largeness of heart and breadth of mind, that we have a compassionate heart as Jesus Christ.

· Holy communion by Pastor Lucy Lie

· Solo presentation by Pastor Wong Tet Yun

· Duet by Isabel Voo and Lu Fui Ying

· Word of thanks
Pastor Lucy Lie Tjoe Lan (Asian Women Coordinator)  

She thanks the steering committees and secretariat and local committee in Tenom who worked hard during this conference, for all delegates who have come and left behind their family.  She hopes that this conference has inspired them in their future ministry and supports each other in partnership.    
5.  Publication 
A news of women,s  conference in local daily newspaper :

· Sabah Times

· Chinese Daily News

· Daily Express

5. Closing 

May our commitment and friendship as learning community will bear fruitful through our hope, prayer and real action.

Tenom,  20 May 2009 
Women’s  Coordinator of Asian Fellowship of 
Mission 21 Partners

Pastor Lie Tjioe Lan @ Lucy Kumala
Drafting  : Karmila,  Yuanita Awiasi,  Margaretha Damus,   Jollify Daniel
List of participants: (Revised)
	1
	BCCM BM
	Pastor Lie Tjioe Lan @ Lucy Kumala
	Women Coordinator

	2
	PCT
	Pan Li Ju
	Exco

	3
	GKE
	Yuanita Wattimena
	Exco

	4
	TTM
	Rev. Wong Kit Ling
	Exco

	5
	PROK
	Rev.  Chae Heawon
	Delegate

	6
	GKE
	Rev. Simpon F. Lion, M.Th
	Delegate

	7
	SAG
	Rev. Betsie E. Pesik
	Delegate

	8
	GKPI
	Dra. Margareta Damus
	Delegate

	9
	PCS
	Ms Martiah Oduhau
	Delegate

	10
	GMIM
	Mrs Jane Scipio
	Delegate

	11
	GKI Papua
	Rev. Gritje Monim
	Delegate

	12
	GERMITA
	Rev. Mersyati Yohana Matoneng 
	Delegate

	13
	GKP
	Rev. Anna Savira, STH
	Delegate 

	14
	GMIST
	Elder A. Tatimu-Tataung
	Delegate

	15
	PCS 
	Flosie Janain
	Observer

	16
	PCT
	Rev. Lee Hsing Ling
	Observer

	17
	GKP
	Mrs Karmila Jusup
	Observer

	18
	BCCM
	Ps. Catherine Eyul
	Observer

	19
	BCCM
	Mrs Helen Majuring
	Observer

	20
	STS
	Rev. Dr. Chung Song Mee
	Bible  Study 

	21
	BCCM
	Rev. Dr. Pang Ken Phin
	Keynote speaker

	22
	GKST
	Juberlian Padele
	Speaker

	23
	BCCM
	Ps Jollify Daniel
	Local committee

	24
	BCCM
	Rubinah Lauir
	Local Committee

	25
	BCCM
	Minah Siturup
	Local Committee

	26
	BCCM
	Helen Janing
	Local Committee

	27
	Mission 21
	Rev. Kahtarina Stahler
	

	28
	Mission 21
	Silke Fehrenbach
	


	Working Committees:
	
	

	Steering:
	Local:
	Drafting:
	Translator:

	1. Lucy Kumala 
   @ Lie  Tjioe Lan
	1. Lucy Kumala @ Lie  Tjioe Lan
	1. Karmila
	1. Yuanita Awiasi

	2. Pan Li Ju
	2. Pastor Catherine Eyul
	2. Yuanita Awiasi
	2. Margaretha Damus

	3. Yuanita Awiasi
	3. Pastor Jollify Daniel
	3. Margaretha Damus
	3. Jollify Daniel

	4. Tiffany Wong 
	4. Rubina Lawir
	4. Jollify Daniel
	

	5. Silke Fehrenbach
	5. Minah Siturup
	
	

	6. Rev. Kahtarina Sthaler
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