MONTHLY PRAYER CALENDAR 2009

Introduction:

From the UN Resources on Gender and Women’s issues.

Critical areas of concern.

1. Violence against Women


Violence against women is an obstacle to the achievement of the objective of 
equality, development and peace. Violence against women both violates and 
impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of their human rights and 
fundamental freedom.

2. Education and Training of Women


Education is human right and an essential tool for achieving the goals of equality, 
development and peace. Non-discriminatory education benefits both girls and 
boys and thus ultimately contributes to more equal relationships between women 
and men. 

3. Women and Poverty


More than 1 billion in the world today, the great majority of whom are women, 
live in unacceptable conditions of poverty, mostly in the developing countries. 
Poverty has various causes, including structural ones. Poverty is a complex


multidimensional problem, with origins in both the national and international 
domains.

4. Women and the Economy


There are considerable differences in women’s and men’s access to and 
opportunities to exert power over economic structure in their societies in most 
part of the world, women are virtually absent from or are poorly represented in 
economic decision-making including the formulation of financial, monetary, 
commercial and other economic policies as well as tax systems and rules 
governing pay.

5. Women in power and Decision making


The universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone has the right to 
take part in the government of his/her country. The empowerment and autonomy 
of women and the improvement of women’s social, economic and political status 
is essential for the achievement of both transparent and accountable government 
and administration and sustainable development in all areas of life. 

JAPAN:

I. UCCJ

O God, our Father, we pray for the Gathering commemorating the 40th Anniversary of NFKWS with 1700 churchwomen and about 20 ecumenical guests. It will be held at Makuhari Messe close to Narita (Tokyo International Airport) on June 2-3, 2009.

Its preparation has been going very hard nowadays. They have to raise fund for its expense. In their society there are so many struggling and difficulties in church mission works as they are minority. But they cannot give up their responsibility to proclaim God's love, righteousness, joy and peace in this dark world.

We pray for the preparation of speakers and workers and for the Gathering so it will be blessed and fruitful.

O God, our Father, grant that nothing may stop our church in Japan doing what her ought to do and what her ought to be.

Grant that, 


Laziness may not stop us doing the work we ought to do;


Fear may not keep us from taking the stand we ought to take.


Lack of perseverance may not stop us finishing the things we have begun;


Lack of discipline may not make us take the easy way.

We admit, in this land the demonic forces associated with idolatry in temples and ancestor worship in homes have never been decisively challenged. 

We know the people here are hard-working and are too busy to give heed to the gospel.

We acknowledge the Christian is relatively small presence in this country is a tiny minority in a society.

Grant that,


Despair may not make us stop trying to win them to Christ;


Pessimism may not take our hope away that God still reign.

Grant us,


Such wisdom of mind;


Such strength of will;


Such devotion of heart, 

That we may not even desire to do anything except the things that please you.

INDONESIA:

II. PGI

O LORD, the almighty God, send Your Holy Spirit to guide Indonesian's

people participate in the 2009 general election.

May the LORD protect and bless Indonesian's people and pray that the general election can carry out fairly, peacefully and safely.

At the present time, Indonesian's people are also facing all types of natural's disasters. Many areas affected by flood, it is due to the human’s greed by causing damage over the forest and seashore. 

Violence is also happening in many places, especially violence cases against women and children are rapidly increasing during the global economic crisis.

In 2009, Indonesian's churches will carry out PGI 15th General Assembly

at Mamasa, West Sulawesi.

The women and youth conference shall meet at Nosu, West Sulawesi and Sumarorong, West Sulawesi respectively just before the General Assembly. 

O LORD, God who is full of compassion and pity, bless and guide Indonesian's government from central to local government as well as the churches, and also Indonesian's people.

Give us spirit to serve God like Jesus Christ bringing Good News

throughout the world. Amen.

III. GKP & GKE

O God, You are the God of peace;

Help us to find peace, help us to have peace, within our society.

Help us to get rid of the divisions between the different culture, background and religion in our society.

Help us never to let anything disturb the brotherhood and the friendship which should be there.

That is the reason we pray that GKP women interfaith program could contribute a peace and a harmonious society.

O God, help us to be the channel of peace for others. This is the reason why we cry for the GKE House of Peace for victim’s violence shall soon to be realized. 

Father, we want to commit the GKE Women Human Resource Capacity building program and the GKP overcome domestic violence program unto Your mighty hand.

May those who are ill and in pain; those who are nervous, worried, anxious, afraid of life, those who feel that they cannot cope with life;

May find peace, comfort, and blessings through these programs.

IV. GKI Papua

O God, our Father,

We pray for our new church leadership for 2008-2011. 

May you grant them a mind after Your own heart, that they may delight to do Your will; and let Your law be written on their hearts.

Give them courage and resolution to do their duty, and a heart to be spent in Your service.

Bless Your servants especially those who encounter problems in their families.

Help them to win their way through it.

Bless Your servants who have fallen to temptation and who are sorrow now, and give them grace to begin again and this time not to fall.

Keep them safe from harm and danger.

We do not forget to ask You to bless the ministry program in Sentani Classis as well.

May this program build up more faithful, strong, passion and trustworthy soldiers of Christ!
V. GMIST & SAG

O God, our Father, lead our nation 2009 general election to be a just and a peaceful election. May our fellow country men may have the wisdom and may without fear to go out to cast their votes as a duty of citizen.

We pray that the newly elected leaders shall continue to uphold the national ideology Pancasila and they may also have the courage to reject any policy to be adopted that may restrict and may also reduce Christian influence in public life. 

May the religious extremism and the fundamental radical groups will have no room to expand in this country. 

May the weak especially the women shall be sheltered and be protected under this sky. 

May our women will take the initiative to take part in the 2009 general election, so that they will not left behind in the national development.

May you grant wisdom and guidance to those who minister among the women and make them the channel of blessings to other.

Help us to love our country with a passion so strong and so true that shall be jealous for its honor and instant in its service. 

Help us to find leaders whose only master is their conscience and who ever speak with you before they speak to their fellow men.

VI. GMIM (The Christian Evangelical Church in Minahasa) & GERMITA

O God, our Father, bless your church.

Make our church here and all over Indonesia a real fellowship in which these are no dispute and no divisions, no distinctions of tribes or groups, of culture or background, of class or party, a fellowship in which all are really one.

We pray for those partner churches that have been unconditionally, unceasingly rendered their hands to care and to support our ministry in the past till now. May God continue to bless them and let the favor of our Lord our God be upon them and do confirm for them the works of their hands.

We plea you continue to bless our women’s ministry and women’s empowerment program pray through our ministry, may the weak become able; the sorrow turn to joy; the wound get heal; the despair find hope; the lost find direction.

We commit your servants for those who are involving in these ministries unto your hand. May Father you grant them the dedication, courage, and faithfulness to accomplish the task that you have entrusted them.
VII. GKPI

O God, we pray for the eighteen GKPI women priest’s candidates who are now undergoing their training and pray also for those who are now studying Theology in the Theology seminar in Indonesia.

Pray that the two women who are now studying in postgraduate program

may equip and prepare to handle GKPI Women Commission future programs.

We pray for conducting women training/ development activities in GKPI’s church, especially in the inland areas.

The purpose of the training is to anticipate the problems we are facing today; domestic violence, trafficking, gender problems, and HIV/AIDS disease etc.

May God grant wisdom to GKPI women that they are well prepare to serve the Lord in the future and they can also tackle social problems that the women is facing today.

Through the ministry of the GKPI women’s ministry in society, we pray that many people will experience God's love and to meet Christ.

These are our sincere plea, God. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

MALAYSIA:

VIII. BCCM BM & PCS

O Lord, renew the spirit of BCCM and PCS churches’ leaders and draw their hearts unto yourself, that their work may not be to them a burden, but a delight.

We remember the newly elected PCS church central council members in our prayer, may they have the wisdom, vision, dedication, faithfulness, patience and love to carry out their duty especially those women who are sitting in the council.

May You open the eyes and minds of those General assembly church representatives so that they could understand and could accept the agenda of the new structure for PCS women biro. 

We would also like to commit those BCCM-BM women’s ministry programs unto Your mercy hand. May Lord You open the way for the BM full time women’s ministry director and the establishment of pastor counseling centre at every parishes shall soon to be fulfilled. And pray that you will supply all the resources that they lack of.

We give thanks to You as You have granted them the woman handicraft program and we are gratitude to all those who have supported and those who have involved directly or indirectly in this ministry. May God grant them the perseverance and strength to develop this ministry for the glory of your name and the benefit of the local margined income women. 

HONGKONG:

IX. TTM

O God, our Father, grant us


The faith which is sure and certain of what it believes;


The faith which unhesitatingly believes in Your promises and unquestioningly 
accepts Your commands;

So we want to commit the Hong Kong people unto Your hand, after the 1997 return of Hong Kong many of them still live in a mixture of Fear and euphoria especially among Christians.

We pray that God’s purposes for Hong Kong may continues to be carried out and its blessing to the world.

Grant us


The hope which will never despair;


The hope that no disappointment can quench;

Especially for those who are living here fear for the future.

We pray that the church may continue to be bold and uncompromising in exercising its prophetic role in society especially the influence in schools, hospital and social organization.

Grant us


The love which is always eager to help;


The love which is always happier to give than to get.

Pray for TTM Women’s group that organize mission trip to Mainland China shall always be fruitful and be the blessing to the local churches.

Pray for TTM Women’s choir, may the members faithfully turn up for their monthly practices. May God use their voices to praise and to glorify Your name. 

Pray for the TTM daily practices of praises dancing women’s group that conduct in the public gardens every morning, so that they can reach out to their neighbors and bring them to know Christ.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

TAIWAN:

X. PCT

O, God, our Father, give us your help whatever life is like.

In difficulty keep us from discouragement and in failure from despair.

Help us to remember that there is no situation in which you cannot help us, and no time in which we do not need your help.

This is why we are in your presence to ask you to grant wisdom and guidance to the Chinese and Taiwanese leaders as they could seek peaceful solution for Taiwan future.

Pray for the gap of the internal political polarization between the mainlanders and many of the indigenous Taiwanese over different issues will come to a consensus soon.

Pray that there would be a real breakthrough in seeing the Han Chinese populations coming to faith in Jesus as few Chinese want to give up ancestor worship.

Pray that more Christian, 


shall hear the cry;


could see the needs;


would accept the challenges;


to be equipped and to be trained to serve.

Amen.
KOREA:

XI. a. PCK

Eternal and ever-blessed God, as we Korean churches are celebrating our partner’s church PCK 80th anniversary in 2008, so teach us to number our days, that we may present to Thee a heart of wisdom.

Help us, to see more clearly the way we ought to take; To know more fully the truth we ought to know; To go out to live more faithfully the life we ought to live.

We remember the NKPW of PCK Women’s work. Pray that the cooperation between denominations may continue to develop and enhance the missions thrust of the Korean church especially in the field of the women’s work. 

Help us never to be satisfied with words without deeds; With plans without results; With dreams without toil to make the dream come true.

So pray that the land in the North opens for the gospel may soon happen. Your grace, endurance and freedom for our brothers and sisters in Christ across the land. And also pray that we church may not tempt to seek success, wealth and impressive organization and buildings more than lifting up the cross.

Teach us that the way to the stars is always steep; That sweat is the price of all things precious; That there never can be any crown without a cross.

So make us willingly to spend lift that we may gain life, and to take up our cross and follow in the footsteps of our Lord and master, Jesus Christ.
b. PROK

God of life and peace and justice, we thank you for walking with us through our past history of 80 years as women of the PROK, and pray that you guide us in our mission task through the next 80 years and beyond.  Hear the concerns of our hearts, and strengthen us to fulfill the "Ten commandments for PROK women for life, equality, and peace".  With your unfailing help:

1. we will overcome materialism and recover God's faith;

2. we will overcome the selfishness of church individualism and denominationalism, and work together for church unity;

3. we oppose all war and violence and work towards peace;

4. we respect the life of all creation and take care of the ecosystem to recover the order of God's creation;

5. we will overcome the division of Korea and work for peaceful reunification;

6. we walk with all those who are weak and with the minorities of society, and share with them and serve them with love;

7. we will overcome the patriarchal culture in society and in the church;

8. we will live as harmonizers of different regions, classes, and ages;

9. we will live as friends and respect people of different culture;

10. we will overcome individualism and selfishness and build a life-community of justice and peace.

In faith and trust and commitment to the mission to which you call us, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

XII.  



WHOLE WORLD:

O God, our Father, who made of one blood all nations who dwell in the world, bless this world.

We pray for the world leaders will adopt an action plan singling out some short-term steps that could be taken to deal with the current financial crisis as well as prevent similar problems from happening again.

We pray for all those in the frontier to combat terrorism whether they are in the decision making level or in the daily routine responsibility. May their sacrifices may one day stop those maliciously and merciless act against the innocent lives. 

We pray that you may quickly bring the day to come when color and race shall no longer divide man.

We pray that we women have the right to take part in the government development in all areas of life of our country just as others gender does.

We pray that he empowerment and autonomy of women and the improvement of women’s social, economic and political status soon to be achieved.

Give your help in those places where new nations are being born, and grant that bitterness and hatred may not destroy brotherhood and peace. And hasten the time when your love, grace and power will cover the earth as waters cover the sea and when men shall no longer even speak of war.
